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L.A. adds more 
public toilets as 


homelessness 
problem grows 


Action represents a 
shift in city policy, but 
some say it falls short. 


By GALE HOLLAND 


Los Angeles officials have 
debated for decades how 
best to provide for one of the 
most basic needs of home- 
less people. 

For those camped in the 
50-block skid row district, 
the streets have been an 
open-air restroom — with 


TRAVEL 
BAN IS 
ALLOWED 
TO TAKE 
EFFECT 


Supreme Court gives 
green light to Trump 
plan pending appeals. 


By DAVID G. SAVAGE 


WASHINGTON — The 
Supreme Court gave Presi- 
dent Trump a significant 
victory Monday, ruling he 
may put his full travel ban 
into effect while legal ap- 
peals are being weighed in 
lower courts. 

The decision, with only 
two dissents, strongly sug- 
gests the justices believe the 
current version of Trump’s 
broad travel ban does not 
exceed his powers under the 
immigration laws and does 
not reflect unconstitutional 
religious discrimination 
against Muslims. 

The justices issued an 
unsigned order Monday 
granting the administra- 
tion’s request for a stay that 
would block lower court de- 
cisions that prevented full 
enforcement of the ban. Jus- 
tices Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
and Sonia Sotomayor said 
they would deny the request 
but did not spell out their 
reasons. 

The court did not issue 
an opinion with the order, 
but usually the justices do 
not intervene in pending 
cases unless they believe the 
lower courts have gone 
wrong. 

The decision vindicates a 
rather bold procedural move 
by the Justice Department 
and Trump’s solicitor gen- 
eral, Noel Francisco. 

[See Travel ban, A4] 
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LiAngelo Ball 
is leaving UCLA 


The freshman basket- 
ball player is with- 
drawing because his 
outspoken father is 
upset about LiAngelo’s 
suspension from the 
team for shoplifting 
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only nine toilets available 
overnight in recent months 
to as many as 1,800 people 
camped on sidewalks. 

Over the years, the city 
would install bathrooms 
and then haul them away af- 
ter they were comman- 
deered for drug use and 
prostitution. Some in down- 
town also worried the rest- 
rooms would give a perma- 
nence to the homeless 
camps, and argued that in 
the lawless atmosphere of 
skid row, people would not 
use them. 

But with homelessness 
at crisis proportions, the 
first new public toilets on 
skid row in more than a dec- 
ade opened Monday. 

The action represents a 
new consensus among many 
downtown interests about 
how to provide the essential 
service on skid row. The rest- 
rooms also are expected to 
help in the fight against a 
statewide hepatitis A out- 
break spread by poor hy- 
giene in homeless camps 
that has killed more than a 
dozen people in San Diego. 

The Los Angeles rest- 
rooms will be decidedly dif- 
ferent from those in the past, 
both aesthetically and cul- 
turally. 

A key will be having full- 
time attendants, whom ac- 
tivists are calling “ambas- 
sadors,” to monitor the rest- 
rooms and make people feel 
welcome. Homeless advo- 
cates also hope to have a 
snack stand and a bench for 
resting and chatting with 
friends, as well as provide 
feminine hygiene products, 
which are in short supply on 
skid row. 

The new approach comes 
as the border between skid 
row and the rest of down- 
town is shifting. High-end 
development is rising at skid 
row’s doorstep, and the tent 
cities that once were largely 
limited to skid row are 
spreading to other parts of 
the city. 

“In other places, the 
bathrooms might be seen as 
something that’s going to at- 
tract certain behaviors or 
people,” said Downtown Los 
Angeles Neighborhood 

[See Restrooms, A10] 
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A VIEW of Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument. In a visit to Salt Lake City, President Trump 
said, “I’ve come to Utah to reverse federal overreach and restore the rights to this land to your citizens.” 


Trump slashes the size 
of monuments in Utah 


Two big monuments become five smaller ones 


President Trump sharply reduced the size of two national monuments in Utah on 
Monday, the largest rollback of federal land protection in the nation’s history. 
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Sources: U.S. Bureau of Land Management, Times reporting 


State’s droughts may 
get a whole lot worse 


Scientists link polar ice loss to diminished rain 


By EvAN HALPER 


WASHINGTON — Cali- 
fornia could be hit with sig- 
nificantly more dangerous 
and more frequent droughts 
in the near future as changes 
in weather patterns trig- 
gered by global warming 
block rainfall from reaching 
the state, according to new 
research led by scientists at 
Lawrence Livermore Na- 
tional Laboratory. 

Using complex new mod- 
eling, the scientists have 
found that rapidly melting 
Arctic sea ice now threatens 
to diminish precipitation 
over California by as much 
as 15% within 20 to 30 years. 
Such a change would have 
profound economic effects 
in a state where the most re- 
cent drought drained sev- 
eral billion dollars out of the 
economy, severely stressed 
infrastructure and high- 
lighted how even the state 
most proactively con- 
fronting global warming is 
not prepared for its fallout. 

The latest study adds a 
worrying dimension to the 
challenge California is al- 
ready facing in adapting to 
climate change, and shifts 
focus to melting polar ice 
that only recently has been 
discovered to have such a di- 

[See Drought, A7] 


Bypassing California 


Scientists say rapidly melting Arctic ice could mean more 
frequent and more dangerous droughts in California by 
triggering high-pressure ridges that block storms from 
reaching the state. 


With high-pressure ridge 
Wet tropical air masses are directed away from California. 


Wet air 


Without high-pressure ridge 
Wet tropical air is steered toward California. 
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Source: Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Google Earth 
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By KEITH SCHNEIDER 


SALT LAKE CITY — 
President Trump formally 
reconfigured two big na- 
tional monuments in south- 
ern Utah on Monday, 
shrinking them by more 
than 2 million acres — a pub- 
lic lands declaration unlike 
any ever made by aU.S. chief 
executive. 

“You know how best to 
take care of your land,” the 
president said to a large au- 
dience at the Utah state 
Capitol. “You know best how 
to conserve this land for gen- 
erations.” 

Calling the designation of 
Bears Ears and Grand Stair- 
case-Escalante national 
monuments an abuse of fed- 
eral authority and the work 
of “distant bureaucrats,” the 
president added: “I’ve come 
to Utah to reverse federal 
overreach and restore the 
rights to this land to your 
citizens.” 

The proclamations 
Trump signed reduce the 
1.9-million-acre Grand 
Staircase-Escalante monu- 
ment to 1,006,341 acres, while 
Bears Ears, which was 1.35 
million acres, will shrink to 

[See Monuments, A4] 


Woman names 


assemblyman as 
harasser in 2016 


By MELANIE MASON 


SACRAMENTO — 
Weeks after lobbyist Pamela 
Lopez told of a state law- 
maker following her into a 
bathroom in 2016 and mas- 
turbating in front of her, she 
filed a formal complaint 
Monday publicly naming 
Assemblyman Matt Dabab- 
neh. 

In an interview, Dabab- 
neh told The Times that he 
“one hundred percent” de- 
nied the allegation. 

“Iamutterly shocked and 
blown away,” the San Fer- 
nando Valey Democrat 
said. “This is a career-end- 
ing charge based on no 
facts.” 

Lopez shared her initial 
account in October, joining 
more than 140 women as 
they denounced in an open 
letter a “pervasive” culture 
of sexual harassment and 
misconduct in the state 
Capitol. 

Then in November, the 
lobbyist told The Times that 
the lawmaker in question 
“was Matt Dababneh.” 
Based on that information, 
The Times had been report- 
ing a story and had reached 
out to Dababneh before 
Lopez’s news conference 
Monday. 

The accusation comes as 
a public reckoning over sex- 
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ASSEMBLYMAN Matt 


Dababneh, a Democrat, 
denied the allegations 
and said he’d cooperate 
with an investigation. 


ual harassment has up- 
ended the worlds of politics, 
entertainment, media and 
tech. 

In Sacramento, Assem- 
blyman Raul Bocanegra 
(D-Pacoima) resigned last 
week after allegations from 
multiple women that he 

[See Harassment, A6] 


Capitol’s culture 
of harassment 


Sacramento has a “zero 
tolerance” policy, but no 
one knows what that 
means, Robin Abcarian 
writes. CALIFORNIA, Bi 


